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The Kibitzer 
Newsletter for Duplicate Bridge Players 

ACBL Unit 360                Winter, 2023 

President’s Message 
I have been privileged to have served as Vice President of Unit 
360 for the past two years and now am even more privileged to 
have been selected to serve as the President of Unit 360 for the 
next year. The experience of working with the Board of Directors 
and President Bud Raabe during the most challenging period in 
our history has been as unique as it was rewarding. Bud did a 
splendid job guiding Unit 360 through the extreme difficulties 
presented by the COVID pandemic, and we all owe him a 
significant debt of gratitude. We should also pause for a moment 
and tip our hats to outgoing Treasurer Linda Nicholos.  I heartily 
concur with a fellow board member who accurately described 
her as "extraordinary" and thanked her for "an amazing six years 
of great work." Simply stated, that great work meant deftly 
navigating us through the significant fiscal challenges that have 
confronted us.  And let's not forget Fred Cannon, who has 
spearheaded the marketing endeavors designed to bring in new 
members as well as encourage the old members to return, now 
that we are starting to put COVID in the rear-view mirror. All 
three of these dedicated members have left a legacy of 
excellence that will last a long time. All of them also left a solid 
foundation upon which we can build for the future.    
 
Needless to say, our new Board of Directors is poised to do just 
that. Bob Wagstaff will serve as the vice president; Robin 
Spaulding will continue to serve as secretary and Ann Couch has 
agreed to pick up where Linda left off and serve as the Treasurer. 
Bonnie Bagley will continue to serve as the head of our Unit 
Tournament efforts, which, incidentally, have been the key to 
our financial success during at least the past year. Murlene  
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Williams will take on Membership and Marketing duties, and Dave Loring is dedicated to 
continuing as Hospitality Chairman, by expanding upon his "Hospitality Harbor" and 
Mentorship programs. Finally, our Director-at-Large, Kay Brock, has agreed to continue her 
remarkable and much appreciated duties as Editor of the Kibitzer. 
 
No one, of course, knows what the future holds, but I can guarantee this: your 2023 Board of 
Directors has a positive attitude and bright, laser-focused outlook on continuing to build on 
the efforts to promote the game of competitive Bridge. To accomplish this, your Board of 
Directors team will redouble our efforts to ensure a pleasant, safe and secure environment in 
which to conduct our games, while providing maximum support for our dedicated Club 
Owners and equally dedicated instructors. We are also focused on improving our outreach 
endeavors, including but not limited to, education programs, recruiting new members and 
encouraging "old" members to return to the Bridge Center for face-to-face play. 
 
In closing, I would also like to give a special thanks to Sara Lynn Thomas, who served as Unit 
360's Building Manager and ably helped us maintain that pleasant, safe and secure 
environment. At the same time, I join the entire board in giving our new building manager, 
Roger Williams, a warm, hearty welcome and an enthusiastic "Thanks" in advance! 
 
Howard Donaldson 
 

 

 

December 2022 Membership Meeting is a Success 

On December 10, the annual Membership Meeting and Unit Game was held at the 
Bridge Center. The results of the Board of Directors election were announced.  
Kay Brock, Bob Wagstaff, Ann Couch, and Murlene Williams were elected to the 
Board of Directors.  Ann is a returning member. and Kay, Bob, and Murlene are 
newly elected.   

Bud chaired the meeting and did a super job. Linda gave the annual Treasurer’s 
report.  We said good bye and thank you to outgoing Board Members Fred, 
Howard, and Linda.   

New life masters were recognized with a cake.  Mike Hellman was awarded the 
Gazette Trophy for winning the most points in Colorado Springs sectional 
tournaments in 2022. 
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Bud Raabe gave the State of the Unit address. 

 
Linda Nicholos presenting Treasurer’s Report. 

 
Outgoing Board members. 

 
Welcome 2023 Board members Kay Brock, Bob 
Wagstaff, Murlene Williams, and Ann Couch. 

 

 
Mike Hellman won the Gazette Award. 

 

 

 

 

 

GOOD BYE BUD, 
HELLO HOWARD 

At the Unit 360 Board of Directors’ meeting on 
January 12, Unit President Bud Raabe tendered his 
resignation from the Board of Directors. Pursuant to 
Article III, Rule 5.4 of Unit 360 Bylaws (“The 
Board shall attempt to fill any vacancy with 

unsuccessful candidates from the most recent 
election of Board Members, starting with the 
candidate with the most votes”), Howard Donaldson 
was appointed to the vacant Board position.  
 
Thank you Bud for your dedicated service; thank 
you Howard for stepping into the vacant Board 
position. 
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New Unit 360 Officers 

At the Unit 360 Board of Directors’ Meeting on January 12, the Board elected the following new officers:  
 

 President - Howard Donaldson. 
 Vice President - Bob Wagstaff.  
 Secretary - Robin Spaulding. 
 Treasurer - Ann Couch. 

 
Thank you to all the new officers. 

 

A big thanks to Colorado Springs bridge players. 

Colorado Front Range has now has surpassed the $10,000 mark for contributions to local Colorado 
charities.  The online weekend games started in June 2020.  Players from the Springs, Ft Collins, 
Boulder, Steamboat, Greeley and other cities have supported the weekend games during the 
pandemic. 
 
These games show up as "Co Front Range" on BBO.  The sponsoring F2F club is based in Greeley and 
owned by Tom Roberts.  This online club initially drew from a pooled list of 800 bridge players 
across Colorado.  But we also have some players from Canada, California and the East coast. 
Because of our modest size, ACBL does not impose a guest limit, so any ACBL member can 
play.  [club ID: VACB271072] 
 
Donations have been made to juvenile justice advocacy, Silver Key, suicide prevention, and Care and 
Share in Colorado Springs.  We have also made donations to all of the Colorado food banks, first 
responders’ funds, fire/flood relief program, libraries, boys and girls clubs, and the Red Cross.  We 
are always interested in player recommendations of non-profits to support. 
 
Weekend night games tend to be relaxed sessions.  A glass of wine or bottle of suds are welcome. 
The game directors, Keith Schwols and John Grossmann, work to find partners and keep the online 
sessions fun.  Sometimes there are trivia questions for free plays.  Currently, both games feature a 
*Jackpot* of $50 or more dollars if the top pair posts a 70% game.  Mary Olson has won a few times 
with different partners! 
 
Thanks Springs players for your generous support. 
 
John Grossmann 
 
PS:  We pushed past 10K with $600 sent to three food banks and a check to the boys and girls club in 
December. 
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!!!! JOE DID IT !!!! 
Joe Luk earned 10,000 masterpoints and is now a  

PLATINUM LIFE MASTER!

Joe Luk, Platinum Life Master   

 

A celebration of Joe’s big achievement was 
held January 26. 

 
The spread. 

 
Joe cutting the cake. 

 
Joe’s team 1/26/24: Kim Caley, Sanjiv 
Damle & Mary Olson (and Joe)
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 D17 STAC: Mon., Jan. 20 – Sun., Feb. 5 

 U360 Winter Sectional: Wed., Feb. 8 - Sat., Feb.11 

 U360 299er Winter Sectional: Sat. & Sun. Feb. 25-26 

 U360 Spring Sectional: Thurs. April 27 – Sun. April 30 

 Denver Regional: Tues. May 23 – Mon. May 29 

 D17 GNT Finals (Flight A, B & C): Sat & Sun. May 28-29 

 D17 ROYAL STaC: Mon. June 5 – Sun. June 11 

 U360 Fall Sectional:  Thurs. Sept.14 – Sun. Sept.17 

 

 
 

 Note: Online GNT Qualifying Games currently scheduled: 

  

 Sat. Feb. 11, 3:00 p.m. – contact Sharon Smith 970 870-0298 

 or bridgeinsteamboat@gamil.com 

 Sat. Feb. 18, 7:00 p.m. – contact John Grossmann 719 233-9464 

 or blackstone.co@comcast.net 
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Notable Achievements: 

 
John Ochsner & John Dukellis, 70.58%, Tuesday 
Nov. 15, 2022. 

 
Jodi & Jim Wyss, 71.88%, 12, Saturday  Dec. 17, 2022. 

 
First  2023 70% Game:  Ken Day & John Dukellis, Sat. 
Jan. 24, 2023, 74.41% 

 

                          

 
New Life Master John Hurwitz. 

 

 

The Kibitzer is published several times a year by the Colorado 
Springs Bridge Center, Unit 360 of the American Contract 
Bridge League.   Our unit is dedicated to the enjoyment and 
promotion of the game of duplicate bridge in the Pikes Peak 
and Southeastern Colorado region.  News contributions and 
comments can be emailed to the editor Kay Brock at 
kay.brock@yahoo.com  
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